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But when the fulneſs of the time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son made of 


a Woman. 


# dence , are iof all others the 
: Þ moſt Amazing, A ſmall Mea- 

WL ſure of true Reaſon, with good 
FISTS Degrees of Humi liry and Mo- 
deſty ; will eaſily bring one over ro Submit to 
Matters of Doctrine , relating to the Divine 


Eflence, if it appears thar they are exprelly Re- 
A} vealed, 
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vealed, though the forming Diſtin&t Apprehen- 
ſions of them be above our Faculties , which 
God knows are Weak and Short-{ighred ; bur it 
is a more obvious , as well as a more preſling 
Difficulty , chat ariſes from the Methods of 
God's Governing the World. There is no 
great matter in that which is drawn from the 
Varictiesand ſeeming Partialities of Providence : 
The Proſperity of Bad Men , and the Aﬀicti- 
ons of the Juſt, have often ſuch viſible tenden- 
cies in this Life , and are followed with ſuch a 
juſt Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments 
in another State , that this is no formidable 
Objection, GE 

-- Bur char the. world ſhould be, as it were, 
abandoned, fo great a part of it being, as it 
were, delivered up in Bulk to Ignorance , Ido- 


latry, Immorality, and Magick ; fo ſmall a part 
of it being enlightned, and of that fo very ſmall 
a part being either guided or . bettered' by that 
Light, carries in it a Train of Difhculties, which 
we can never hope to {ce through , till we' come 
ar that Light to which we cannot now approach. 
Why the world was ler run into ſo much Cor- 
ruption torabout 4000 Years, betore the Son of 
God was ſent forth into it ; Why this Light has 
not Shined 1ato a!l the Corners ot the world ever 

fince ; 


of Men, . Governed by their peculiar|Laws', -till 
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ſince; And that which is the moſt Amazing of all, 
is, Why do thoſe who enjoy it value it o lit- 
tle, and are ſo little reformed by it, are indeed 
Myſteries that we cannot ſee through. 
- Yer thongh we cannot quite comprehend 
them, we have ſome hints given us to ſhew 
us, that there was a certain Conduct, and by 
Conſequence a wiſe Direction. in this great. Tran= 
ſation. A time was prefixed for it, long before 
it happened ; and the . Accotnpliſhmene+ did 
punctually Anſwer the Predictions. | 
I ſhall name only Two of the moſt Re- 
markable. | Dd witoP 


Abour 1800. Years: before' it ,” Jacob 1whety 


dying had foretold ,. That the Scepter ſhould not Gen.49. 


depart 'from Judah , till Shiloh ſhould | come ,' by 10 
whom the” Gentiles were to be -called»-wy' che 
Knowledge of God. | The Importance of whighy 
was, Thar the Fribe of Judah fhonld continue 
eo. be God's People; under their peculiar Laws 
and Government ;. tith che Meſfras ſhould come, 
ro whom: the Gentiles were tor be 2athered. The 
other [Tribes were for the greater part ſo. loft, 
that ſcarce any Remnant of them was left : Bur 
che Tribe of Judah till remained a viſible Body 


the 
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he time of our Saviour's coming into the world. 
Herod had: been made their King by the Roman 
Senate , and was afterwards Confirmed by Au- 
euſtus ; they were thereby-brought under Subje- 
Eton, though Herod Governed them indeed ac- 
| cording to Moſess Law. ' Auguſtus ordered. a 
| Taxing of all the Empire, of the Triburtary.or 
Subjected Provinces, as well as of that which was 
incorporated into the Empire :. - And this ha pen- 
ed preciſely ar the:time of our: Saviour's: Birth. 
Soon after that, Judea''was made a Province ; 
their Current Money was only the Roman Coin ; 
Pontius Pilate the Roman Procurator Condenined 
our Saviour ; and by that time, according to 
the ' Prediction , the Gentiles, were+ called to the 
Knowledge of: God ( through. this Shilob the 
_— ) Jewi Nation Mk Deltroyed,:-their 
emple. burnt own, -their City razed down 
| to _ ground, and they {cattered- to the Four 
| Winds of ' Heaven; but far the greater part ad- 
f hering firmly to their Religion , ſtill owned the 
Prophecies, which we hope are to have at laſta 
bo Glorious effect upon them for their final Con- 
verſion. Here is one Character of the Time, 
and we ſee the fulneſs of it was come. 
Another is yet more expreſs, given out about 
500 Years before the Accomplithment ; It was 


ated 
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mY revealed to Dameel, That within Sixty nine Weeks Dan. 3. 
pa after the going forth of the Commandment to * 
as build and reſtore Jeruſalem, Meftiah the Prince ſhould 

ye come, and becut off.. '1 hat by Weeks are meant (5 

Ro many Sevens of Years, is confeſſed by the Jews ; 

L 4 and can ealily be proved to have been a common (« 
_ torm of deſigning ſuch-a Period of rime among 

/2s them. The commandment to build Jeruſalem, was Neh. 2. 
*E giverrin the 2oth. year of Artixerxes Longimans Fo 6 : 


TY the Edict: given out before by ' Cys, and con- ,' 
firmed by Darius, being only-tor the building the Ezra 6. 
Temple, and for the worſhipping of God in it. ©: 

þ Sixty nine Weeks of Years are juſt 484: Now 

we have the cerrain CharaQers of thoſe times 

"= lefr, by which we are ſure,' That from the 2 oth. 

TY year of Artaxerxes to the 19th. of Tiberius , in 
which our” Saviour ſuffered , there were juſt ſo 
many years, neicher more nor-lels, 'according to 

the Calculation of Years that we know 'the Cal- 

1. deans then reckoned by, of 360 Days to a Year, 
which they divided into Twelve Months, afſign- 


as ing Thirty Days ro every Month ; which we ee 
* by Jeremiabiwas likewiſe the meaſure that the Jews 
, counted by; and of ſuch Years only can that 
: Prophecy of Danel's be underſtood. F 
Here are two evident Charadters that the Ful- ; 
- neſs of the time was come ; that a time was pre- 


of fixed to this great Tranſaction long before, and 
; | B that 


—_ 
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that, it happend punctually | agcording - to 17. 

We do likewiſe Fa in the ſtate of the Gentile 
world a great Conjuncture of favourable Qir- 
cumſtances previous to its Appearance : The Ro+ 
man Empire was as calm ar this time as it was 
great : The..World was conquer'd, and after a 
courfe of many years Wars Janus Temple was 
thue. Ic was a\Conftitution-made up of Juſtice 


- 2nd Morality; but was under'a Rehigion thar 


was then ſo ſtrangely. cormupred, that the Tems 


pers. as well as Laws of that Nation did very 


; much diſpole them to an averſion ro-thar-Religi- 


0n,;. Or. rather 1x9 that; miyrure of all Religions, 
which the wiſer and becetJorc among themſelves 
could . not but deſpiſe: and abhor : By conſe- 
quence. this prepared them to receive a Religiori 
that not, only agreed to all. their Notions.of Mo- 
ralicy; but, than-»tended 149: improve and 'exale 
then All nj ee nude wht he x 173» 6k 
- Thys we who-cannoc know why this was the 
time marked 'for the: Appearance-of the: Sun' of 
God, yet do. certainly know-tbat-it was ,preciſehy 
marked out, apgd_was:as exactly: tulhlled'y. and 
from that we have reafon to acknowledge 'and 
adore that Wikdons in it, which. we gannor' yer 
diſcover. PTVE y:9b 

_ I g@ nex#t9 the Great Article of the Chriſtiary 
Religion mentioned inthe Texr, That the Meſ- 


" fras 


——— 
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fias who.was;ſent, forth, was the $ox of, (53d, [The 
Jews underſtood thele rwo deſignations :to be {o 
inſeparable, that they had.no other Controverſy 
at ficlt with. the Apoltles and the fart Converts, 
but about this; Whether Jefws was the Meffas, or 
aot? Bur ſuppoſing hm to'be the Meſias, they 
never queſtioned his being the Sox of God; nor 
did they-ohject i the Chriſtians their giving him 
Divine Adoration. We hayeithe Martyrdom of 
St. Stephonichs moſt punctually xelated of any of 
all the Paſſages-thax happen'd in the 'firlt begin- 
nings of Chrifianity: The Jews heard-and law 
4ll;char palt ;. St.| Stephen died calling upon: the 
Loxd Jejms to-reveivie bis ſpirit, and praying tor him 
Rot te: {ay\that. fir to-the charge of his Muntherers. 
If. che Jews had northen believed that:rhe Mefidb 
was to be; truly Ged, and that as ſych he was to 

be invocated, they nauſt aſter this have reproach- 
ed the: Chriſtians with-Idolary'; with making 4) 
Man; God, -and. with the: worſhipping hint as 
{uch. - This they :did nt do; 'which: {hewsthar 
then they owned that the Meffiah was to be txu- 
ly God:.\ 3 genus onondt hart 14 

-  This/was yet more inſttuRing to the 'Chriſti- 
ans, who cguld|nor. bit obſerve thar. Sr. Stephen 
caded his/like in A&ts of Invocation of Chriſt, to 
the, ame effect with thoſe in which Chriſt himſelf 
had called on his.HeavenlyFather, when he gave 


B 2 up 
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ap 'rhe-Ghoft ** hit6/thy Bands' f commit 'my ſpirit, 
beirig of | the” fame's mportance with' that” of 
St. Stephen's, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit : As, Fa- 
ther, 7 on them, they know not what they do, being 
the fame” A&t "ii. effe&t with this; Lord, lay not this 
to their charge.” It Chriſt was:not truly God, and 
ro be worſhipp'd as ſuch, it is not”poſſible ro ex- 
cuſe this from a very high degree of Idolatry. 
| love not in ſuch' an” Audithce' to dWell 
long on Points of Specularion :' Yet lince.this-is 
the Capital Article of the Chriſtian!Retpion; 
and ſince it is one of the great Infelicities of "the 
Age we live in, -that as-many have. been carried 
ro queſtion the; Frath-of  the'whole of it "lo not 
a'few have with a particolar* Eagerneſs/artack'd 
this Fundamental Point of it; 1 hope the-Day, 
as well as the Time we are-in , will juſtify the 
infiſting a little more > 1550705 
Ic is' certain; that if We: corifefs that the New 
Teſtament was a Book writ by: Divine 'Tnſpira- 
tion ( which thoſe: who' deny this DoEtrine, pro- 
teſs they do acknowledge ),we mult allo confeſs, 
that Divine Honours arethrough the whole of it 
aſcribed 1o'Jeſus'Chriſt 't!: From this ,* Common 
ſenſe feemis 'to infer, Phat either he was truly 
God, by fuch a Real Union with the Eternal 
Word, who is God, as makes both Natures one 
Perfon in'him.; che neareſt refemblance-towhich 


15 
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is the: Union'of - our Souls and Bodies, out:of 
which very different Natures ariſes one Man, or 
one Perſon : Or if this is not true, it will follow, 
Thar the Chriſtian Religion, one of whoſe main 
Ends was to baniſh Idolatry out of 'the world; 
did-really only change the Object of: this Idola- 
try, and draw men 29 worthipping the Dei- 
ties of: the ſeveral Nations, [to worthip:one who 
according |to. thoſe. mens/Doctrine: was bnly. a 
Creaturez'iand: yet was to be, worſhipp/'d with 
the - ſame: Honour: which 'is due to the! Eternal 
God:;i which. were indeed- a Strain in Idolatry 
beyond: /, that:i :of . moſt | Heather :-:Narions. 
But ,ro.\make this. Matter yet. plainer..: All.the 
Seas-\among Chriſtians thar Sn rejected. our 
Saviour's Divinity. ,, -who yer:acknowledge- that 


Divine Honour is due to him, .may be reduced 


to. theſe T'wo ; - Either ſuch as, boldhim to have 


fore, the world ,- and imployed by Godin Ma- 
king and Governing the xorld, and fo Dignift- 


.ed with Divine Honour. ; 'Theſe were. the. Arie 
,ans of Qld, ,who under many high words,: ſeem 
.Fo have meant} no more. but to. acknowledge 
that he was ſome Created Mind, ſuch as the Feigs 


and, we all apprehend Angels tobe] Superior: in- 


deed, in rank and order;..to any other of them; 


. 
— 
. 


been ſome, Excellent Created Being,” made. be- . 


but no. Idea can: be formed otia Creatgd Mind, - 


h OW 
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how-perfe& ſocver, but what is:of the nature of 
Angels. . :- JF J fu 

Now St. Paxl in his Epiſtle to- the Hebrews, 

begins it with the rejecting _this:conceit g and he 
purſues-that 1n-che 'T'wo. Firſt Chapeers.,/ in'xx+ 
preſſions, thar conſidering the Simpliciry of Stile 

in which the New. Teſtament: is writ ,, are as 

full as can be imagined. They are of the nas 
eure.of Negative wotds, which areal ways'to be 
ſeverdly underſtood. They arelikewile ſer ir tht 

terms of oppoſition, and {o-muſt. be! ſtrictly ex- 
pounded: : 'The bare. repearing them :will make 
this: yet more more ſenſible. It is'faid of-Chriſt, 

ticb, 'x, T bat he IDAS. the brightneſs of-the Fathoris '+19py, - nil 
3- the expreſs image of ts perſon. © Being made'ſo mth 
better than the Angels, as he hath by Taberitince ob- 
tamed: a more excellent name than they. 'Wharſoe- 

ver Dignity - they have, it is a: tree dotrarion, 

ver. 4 whereas Chriſt has his by Iuberiteuce.. Th whith 
af. tbe Angels faid he at any time, 'Thou art my Som 

wer ©, 7: this day have 1 begotten thee. But when he bringeth 
m the farſt-begotten mto the-world, be faith,  And1et 
alt the, Angels of God worſhip him ; an oppoſition 
as exprels as it is tall, Fhefe words ate + thre 
Book of Ptalms ; bur they arc allo in the Con- 
dufon.of the laft Song ot - Moſes, according to 
Deur, the Septuagint Tramflation, tho nor in the He 
32-43 brew : Reoyce,0ye Heavens, and let all the Angel. 
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of God Worſhip him. This being then the Tran- 
{lation that was in uſe among the Jews, when 
St, Paul writ, it is moſt probable that he had re- 
gard to it, there being no part of the Law, that 
the Jews chink'i is more full of Myſtery and Pro- 
phecy than that Song. The Angels being thus 
Flea on to Worſhip the Meſhas, is: a ve- 
ry ftrict Expreſſion of another nature M him, Su- 
perior ro theirs; , and to which they are ſubjeR, 


hat is fartherprofecuted : Of Angels, this is ſaid, 11,4. s, 
He makes bs Angels' Spirits (that is, Winds, which 9,10,11, 
imports the quickneſs of their Motion), 'and- his © 


Moyſters « flaming fire. (a Figute importing their 


fubril force). In appoſtcion to which, this follows ; 


But, unto the' Son be ſauth, Thy "Fhrine: 004d; Te 


We ob for avert and. ever.-+=And, Thou, Lord;in the beginumg 


arſoe- 
Anon, 
which 


ny Som fail. The -Creation-:of | the! Henveris” 


haſtlaid the faundation of the Kareh, 'and the Hlea- 
Yens are the works of thine hands'; jwthey af Be 'chan- 
ged., but thou art the ſame , and thy Yetvs PPall'rvt 

and! the 


rmgeth Earth, and Eternity, being in theſe-words: lainly 


cid let affirmed of the Meſſias, which evuld not 
ficion withour- Blaſphemy .,: if the (was not thn 
© the This is carried! yer funtlier: T6. which” 

'Con- gels ſaid he as any.toue, -Sit thu abr reght' Bandf; 14. 
ing'to tl make thine engmiss thy fo 


fark 


Gd: 
thei Ao 


otffteot 5 wh 1 o- 


+ Z4-. ſition to which; \it15-faid thirteen of Aries; he 
Anzels they. nat all puniſtring Spirsss, ent forth t6 miniſter fo 


of 


them: 
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Ver. 5.7: 


ver. 16. 


them who' ſhall be: Heirs of Salvation. ' This is more 
exprelly- proſecuted in the nexc ko 2's, where 
this' is made a part of the difference berween the 
Moſaical and the Chriſtian Diſpenfation, That 


the former was ſpoken by Angels ; whereas this was 


firſt begun'to be ſpoken by the Lord. For unto Ant- 
gels God hath not put i ſubjeftion the world to come 


(a Phraſe importing in the Jewiſh Stile, the Diſ- 
penſation of the Mefſias.); whereas the Meffias, 
though made a little lower. than the Angels, ipas crown- 
ed with glory and honour and fet over the whole Creati- 
on.; In the Concluſion of that Chapter, there is 
an Expreſſion that makes all'this'yet more evi- 
dent; For verily he took mot on him the nature of An- 
gels, but the took,on him'the ſeed of Abraham ; which 
tully ſhews that the nature in him, which he had 
before his Incarnation, was notthe nature of Angels. 
|. The Second Suppolition on which thoſe who 
deny.his Divinity, do yer pretend to aſſert the 
High Dignity to which he 1s raiſed, is the Subli- 
mity of that-Miniſtry and Diſpenſation that was 
committed to, him; in-conchution of which, and 
as a-reward of-his patient Sufferings, he was rai- 


_ ſedup -. and exalted to Divihe Honour. This 


. Artemon..of old.,, and the Socnians of late, have 


advanced :. But,,as by Spirit of Prophecy, 
St, Paul does in,the'next place deſtroy this conceir 
in\that way, which of :all others , was the beſt 
iS | (uited 
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ſuited-td the Notions of the Jews. 'He'ſets 'Chriſt 


inoppoſition ro Moſes, not only-in a priority of 


rxank., and precedence , but in a Superiority of 
Nature. He Prefaces this with a oy to us, to 


_— 


conſider the Hhgh-Prieſt:and. Apoſtle of our Profeſ- Heb. 3. 


ſion : To which he adds, Thar both'Moſes and 7: 


he were faithful, bur with this diſtin&tion ; That ver. 2. 
this mani was counted worthy-of more glory than Mo- 
ſes, in as much. ag he ubho' bath built the Fuſe bath 
more Honour:than:the: Houſe. Headdsto this; That 
be who hath built all things,” is God: But'the oppo= 


ſition follows Z Moſes was faithful in all his Houſe Ver. 5,5, 


as.a Servant ; bit Chriſt as a Son over his own Houſe. 
Words that are'asClear as they are full. *2 --- 
To-make-this-pet moreſenſible;it is ro be cons 
{idered;,' That the: Degree of Mofes's Inſpiration, 

is ſer by God himſelf above-any other Prophe- 

cy,- in, thele-Words ©:1f1 there be a Prophet amb Numb: 
you ,, I-wbill make myſelf known to'him -m' a viſton; _ 
and will ſpeak to bim na dream. - My Servant Mo» 

ſes. is not. ſo; who! 1s faithful m all my Houſe, with 

him will I ſpeak, mauths ts mouth ( or face-to' face; 

as, one. 'man. ſpeaks, to» another )'even apparently, 

and nat in-\dark, Speeches. z- and the fimilitide of the 
Lord ſhall he behold: Or; to- pur this m Modern 
Expreſſions,::he ſhall ſee God in a true and com- 
pleat. Jdea. - Thus Moſes was above- all other 
Prophets. The peculiar Excellencits of the'P# a{*pr, - 


4 face 
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| EE Jo6# To fares" is well known eo all who have any 
acquaintance with Jewiſh Notions. ' Now after 
all this , Chriſt is nor only preferred ro Moſes, 
but is pur in ſuch | an; oppoſition to. him as-is 

| that of a Sou to a Servant... Thele are plain and 
fimple Authorities , that need only a licle Re- 
fle&tion, bur no Commentary, to. make us ap- 
prehend the force and evidence that is in them. 
fl God be thanked, that by\his. goodi\Providente, 
{/ and: the. care of all ithe\Churches, 'we: have” this 
Book brought down. tous,! in its firſt genuine 

and uncorrupted State, in which rhe Infpired 

Penmen delivered itto the Wold:  k was'the 1 

L eereſt of the Enemies of this Dectrine; toerded- 
| Vour t6 cortupt.it., They underftood that, 'and 
followed jt ; for which we have ah undeniable 
| Teſtimony Recorded to us. by a Writet who was 

| too, favourable ro them. to be dechind as! pars 
| ZH. tial againft chem, Ic was'Enfebivs,, who in his 
| ——_ Hiſtory. cites a paſſage \from a Wricer im the be- 
ginning of the 3d Century, | believed ro be Gains 

Presbyter of Rome, who tells us that Artemo)'s 
| Diſciples had endeayoured: ro corrupt the New 
| Teſtamenc, bur in fuch a maner,” that as they 
| x could ſhew no Ancient Copies. ro julkify cheir 
| Corrptions, {o they did not agree among theme 
ſelves.; and theſe Corruptions were, ha Ge Kays 

very. {tranige and enormous ones. Se netwith- 

ſtanding 
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ſtanding all the Cry that they donow raiſe of the 
Corruption of the Text, we ſee who they were that 
begun it; burchat the Church was watchful in pre- 
ſerving this ſacred Depoſutum, and did early detect 
this Impiqus piece of Fraud , and ſtopr. ic in jts 
firſt beginnn: S. js | 

If any ſhall ask , Flow can theſe things be ? Ie 
muſt be Anſwered, We cannot tell: We can form 
no diſtinct apprehenſions concerning chem, This 
1s Wiſdom indeed, 4n, a Myltery:: It -is Wifdom, 
becauſe it comes from. God z huric is i a myſtery, 
becauſe we cannot attain unto jt. - Can we ap- 
prehend Eternity, . or God's being every, where? 
and that in. one ſingle act he {ecs. 2ll chings paſt, 
preſent, angd-ro come ? Can we form any-diſtinet 
thought concerning Qreation ? - How Beings 


ay 


| ariſe our. of nothing, in conſequence to:the Wul 


of an Infigite Mind, who faid'of all things, Let 
them be:, and they were 2,,;Qr can we ſo-much 
as apprehend how Matter #hus, Created , ſhall 
move at the. Act and Will of its Eternal Crea- 
tor ? Can Matter, know that Will co abey #2 Or 


' can an latellectual, Act.give Motion to inſene- 


ble Marter 2, Can we apprehend the propagation 
of Plants, .nauch leſs. of Animals 2 And ast0 
that which: of all other things we percejye the 
moſt {enfably,. Cap we apprehend hojy Soul and 
Body dwell together ? How Thought and Mo» 


2 tion, 
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fivn',, how diſtane ſobver in their Natures)” have 
that Union-with',” and Influence upon' one ano= 
ther, ? How a Motion of Matter can throw an 
inexpreſſible Agony into a Mind ; and how a 
Mind car'{f6mmiand fo many regular and unac= 
countable Motions of Marter, .25 we peretive in 
Memory , Imagination, and Speech; are diffi- 
culties-that confound us.” Theſe are ſuch; plain 
andi'home'convictions of the defectivenefs' Þ our 
Facukties; which: ean much” more” eafily appre-; 
hend difficulties, than refolve them , that it can. 
be'no juſt Obje&tion 'to any part of the, Divine 
Revelation, that ir contains matrers out. of which 
great difficulties do ariſe*, and that we are not 
able to give ourſelves any account of them. Our 
apprehenſions are not only finite, but very much 
bounded'; we ſee but z very little way ; and 
therefare we ought 'not to (plead; our want of 
capaciry; *in oppoſition-to'any thing that *ap-. 
pears to-be plainly'revealed tous in Scriptures. 
When fuch-things occur to us, we oughe to take 
the Shield of Faith 5 maintaining our ſelves with 
this, That the God of T?uth; Pg” has 


xevealedfuch things ro ns; and when we arefute of 
that, weareatthe ſame time as {ure thiar it muſt be 
crue, becauſe it-comes from him : And'by this we 
may 'beat back all the fiery Darts of the: Devil all 
thole ObjeGjons thar ariſe out of 'a"mixture of 

| ks Pride 
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Pride and Weakneſs; for our Faculties arc as weak, 
as' our Arrogance and Self-conceit is high.” This'is 
foimportanca part of the Chriſtian Religion, thar 
itdeferves:well ro be inſtited on, and:to be. made 
out , as-much as the nature of the thing ,| or ra- 
cher as much as our Nature 1s. capable. of. 

The next thing to be conſidered , is cthe'ends 
for which the Son of God was ſent forth. into 
the World. They were certainly great, fince 
ſuch extraordinary Methods-were taken ;to pro- 
mote them: When it was introduced with {o-ma- 
ny particular and diſtinct Predictions when. all 
was ſupported with ſuch a leries of Miracles, dong 
not' only by our Saviour himlſelt,.-þur! by, thoſe 
who were fent in his name : - The propagation: 
it ſelf, conſidering the Inſtruments made ule 
of, and the oppoſition it met with from all hands; 
being one 'of the greateſt of all Miracles. . Now 
firiceit 1s unſuitable ro Infinite Wildom, to ems 
ploy extraordinary Methods forithe;attaining.of 
ſome ordinary Ends, it is very juſt co conclude, 
That the Ends muſt be great, when the, Means 
uſed-inorderto them were ſuch. , 'Fhey wers iny 


deed the greateſt that the humane-nature, was £3- 


pable of: All the Principles of. Natural Religion, 
rogether with the Tradition concerning the, farlt 


gating of: che : World:, . were, 1q..corrupred, 
or {6 


intermixed- with Fables, chat ie was negclla- 
TY 
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ry to reſtore theſe by a Mighty Authority. Thar 
j which we call ſtrictly Religion, was turned whol- 

| ly to Idolatry and Magick , Charm, or Super- 

fticion, It was therefore necellary to. raiſe u 
juſt and great Ideas of God , which the Philoſo- 
| phers had attempted, bur faintly and with-{mall 


|} luccels. Barbarity and Vice had fo over-run the 
| [ World , that the plaineſt Ideas of Virtue were 
either quite loſt, or rendred very doubttul. Un- 
| der fk a Corruption of Religion, it was no 
f wonder if Atheiſen made a great progrels, ſince 
few can be much concerned to ſupport a Reli- 
gion that is viſibly made up of Fraud ; and thar 
may make men the worle , but cannot make 
them the better for adhering ro itz and ſuch 
'Y was the Heatheniſh Religion. _ Judaiſm it 
| | ſelf, though ſound in irs own nature, as well as 
Divine in 1ts-Original, yer was but low, and was 
become much more ſo by the increale-of the Cere- 
| 1 monial part by: Tradition, which {till asit increaſes 
; | roo much, does fink the Moral and beſt part of 
Religion. - It being then necdlary to free the Jews 

from their Bondage (which is the occation upon {| 

whichtheſewordsare inthis place made uſe of by 
St. Paul) as well as to deliver the GentiJes out of 
their darkneſs, which was become black and chick 
as the ſhadow of- death ;\ 'God' ſent: his Son to: give 
the World'true and high Notions of God and his 
| Attri- 
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Atrmibures; of his Juftice and Goodneſs more par- 
ticularly ; to open a way of Worſhip that ſhould 
be plain and ſimple; ſuitableto the Ideas of God, 
and to our Faculties : And to ſer ſuch Rules to 
mens inward Thoughts and Tempers , as well 
as to their Lives and Actions, as ſhould rectify 
Human Nature, and render mutual Society both 
fafe and happy. For this end he delivered his Do- 
Etrine to his Hearers , and lived it as well as he 
ſpake it. If an Angel from Heaven had pronoun- 
ced it, as the Law was given on Mount Sinai, 
it could not have had fo ſenſible an effe& , as 
when the Perſon who delivered it fer ſuch a Pat- 
tern as gave"more diſtmct Ideas concerning” his 


end in it. In ithe expreſſed-whar a ſort of Ho-- 
linels he came to promote : Not the Aﬀectati-- 


ons of a pompous Exterior, bur the real purity of 
genuine Virtue ;' of Truth ' and 'Goodnels ;- of 
Modeſty , Humility , and Charity. Here'was 


one-great end for which the Son of God was fent: 


forth : A great one it was; to raiſe and reform 
mens Natures ; to-give ns Nebte Thoughts and 
Excellent Rules, as well as a-ctearPattern;that can 
neither fail nor milguide' us. 

A Second end of his Coming', was 'to open 
fach a Method of reconciling Sinners to: God, 


as ſhould both render them: capable of the Mew - 


cics of God, and yer give themgreat Impreſſions 
both 
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both of the Guilt of Sin, and of the Juſtice as 
well as the Goodneſs of God. No offer of par- 
don at all , muſt have made men deſperate ; as 
too Ealy a one, muſt have made them bold-in 
Sinning. The offer of a pardon was neceflary. to 
be begun wich, bur ic muſt be made in ſuch a 
manner , that it might not encourage men to 
live on in Sin, at the lame time that it gave them 
the hopes of Mercy. The Ideas of the guiltand 
loubeb of $in were to be kept up.inaRelt- 
ion whole” chiet deſign was to rctorm and puri- 
Mankind, at the ſame cime that a general offer 
of a paxdon was to, be/proclaimed to the World: 
Theretoxe this, Meſſias, -who was, to-procure that 
offer to be, made,was to become a Sacrifice himſelf 
in our name and ſtead, he was to bear our Sins,and ſo 
to take them away : He was not to be brought by 
Prieſts, ,to be offered. up on an Altar, - agthe\Hea- 
thens did with their Piacular Viftims ; much leſs 
was he to Slay himſelf, according to fome Sto- 
ries that the Heathens had. Every thing in him 
was to be innocent, as well as great ; ſuch as be- 
came, both the'Majelty of God, and the Purity, as 
well as the Dignity of his Perſon; He was there- 
fore fallen upon by an enraged multitude, who 
co. fatisfy their own brucal fury, firſt treated him 
molt barbaroully , and then -put, him (jpnomi- 
nigully co.death ;--all which he who 621d, 205 
: : En aved 
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faved himſelf by Miracle, if not by other ways, 


not only bore patiently , but wich an intire ſub- 


miſſion to the Will of God, and an unconquera- 
ble Charity towards even thoſe his Perſecutors. 
This was only the outfide, and the viſible pare 
of his Sufferings ; bur with theſe he _ an 
inexpreſſible Agony in his mind, both before and 
during his being on the Croſs,. of which we who 
underſtand only the Agonies of guilt, of pain, or 
of paſſion, can form no diſtin&t Idea. All this he 
offered himſelf to bear z he was not ſurprized in 
it ; he forelaw it coming,and longed for it.It is by 
this,and onthe account of it, that Sinners are encqu- 
raged tocometo God,and toclaim their pardon. In 
this they find great Characters, ſetting Fech both 
the Guilt of Sin, and the Holineſs , the Juſtice; 
as well as the Goodneſs of God. By fuch a Ran- 
ſom it appears , how harteful a thing Sin is, ſince 
God has thought hit to offer the pardon of it, in 
ſo ſolemn and ſo ſevere a manner. By this the 
Doctrine of the Meſlias has this moſt effteftual re- 
commendation accompanying it , that he ſhew- 
ed he loved us, in inſtances beyond imagination, 
as well as expreſſion. | 
A Third deſign upon which God ſent forth his 
Son, was to bring men to. awaken much within 
themſelves, the Ideas of God in the ſeriouſeſt and 
rendereſt manner , by frequent Medication, and 
earneſt 


———OG 


m_— 


22 


A Sermon on CrarisTmas-Day 


earneſt Prayer : To which he added the moſt 
encouraging of all Promiſes, "That God will not 
only hear , but anſwer our Prayers ; and more 
eſpecially that he will give his holy Spirit to every one 
that asks it. Our Faculties are not only under a 
greatdepreſſion, bur a vaſt diſorder: Appetite and 
Paſſion do loon fire us, and are not eaſily reſift- 
ed ;, we may have ſome good Minutes, but we 
have many more weak and bad ones : We do 
lainly perceive that without ſome inward afli- 
—_ ro cure and rectify our Nature, we can-- 
not go- through with the. buſineſs of Religion. 
Our Saviour has aſſured us of this ; and he has 
made the condition of our attaining it, to be that 
which is both in it ſelf eaſy, for nothing; can be 
ealter than to have a thing for the asking , and 
is the propereſt Method poſſible, to keep alive in 
us great and powertul impreſſions.of God ; which 
are. the Seeds andPrinciples that muſt reform our 
Natures,and mould them untothe likeneſs of God. 
Before the. Son of God was ſent forth, there were 
{ome general Ideas of God's hearing and anſwering 
of Prayer, and of his furniſhing his Worſhippers 
with an inward. aid. Burt it was-our Saviour on--. 
ly, who made ic a part of the Covenant : that 
he. came to eſtabliſh berweten- God- and man, 
Thar a Divine Power {hould be conveyed into 


the-Facultics of all fuch as ſhould earncltly pray 
bs to 
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ro him, by which they ſhould be cnabled to pay 
him that {incere Obedience, of which he is pleas 
ſed graciouſly to accept ; and in conſideration 
of which, he does through the Merits and Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, pardon all our other errors and 
detects. This is now to us, a forderal promile ; we 
may depend upon it, and with all humble con- 
hdence claim to it. 

The Fourth great deſign of God's, in ſending 
forth his Son, was, That he might give the 
World the moſt powerful of all motives, ro work 
either on their hopes, or fears, by offering them 
both a full aflurance, and a particular deſcripti- 
on of a Future State. Some notices of rhis were 
ſtill. in che World ; bur they were both doubtful 
and dark : The. greateſt Afſertors of it amon 


the Greeks and Latins, did it but faintly : They 


ropolcd it, rather as an opinion that was highly 


probable, and fit to be believed , than as that 
which was certainly true. The hints given of 
it in the Old Teſtament, are very general, and 
may be made capable of other ſenſes : By it the 
Jews might be inclined to believe not only ano- 
ther Stare, but the Returrection of the Body; but 
the account they contain of it, 1s very detective. 


Our Saviour brought ir to Light; he not only . 
afhrmed it in inany expreſiions, that were ſo full 


and fo plain, that it is not poſlible ro doubt any 
D 2 longcr 
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longer about it, without rejecting his Authority : 
He gave a very exprels proot of the poſlibility of 
the Reſurrection, by his. own riſing from che: 
dead : He went further, and aſſured us, that we' 
{hould then be made [ihe unto: Angels : That our: 
Bodies ſhould ſhine as the Sun ; that we ſhould be 


for ever with God, inheriting that Kingdom which was: 


prepared for us ; previous to this, he told us, "That: 


we ſhalt hear bis voice, by the power of which-we 
{hall be raiſed our of- our Graves, and be judg-: 


ed according to all that we have done in this 
Life ; and that the wicked ſhall go into everlaſting 
puniſhment, and the-righteous into life eternal. 

This being then fo evidently delivered , and 
ſo fully deſcribed by him, we have in-it given: 
c0.Us.exceeding great and precious promaſes, with the: 
greateſt encouragement poſſible, roundertakethat 
courſe of Holinels, which he has ſer before us, in 
conſideration of the. glory which, with it, he hath: 
alſo.ſet before us.. We are aſſured by him, thart 
if we go through Life in an imitation of his Ex- 
ample, and an Obedience of his Laws, as well, 
as.in a ſubmiſſion to thoſe Sufferings by which 
he may think fit to exerciſe our Faith and Pari-- 
ence,, we ſhall ar laſt eſcape. out of this evil 


| World, and from theſe Vile Bodies ; We ſhall 


ariſe. above the depreſſions of Senſe and Imagina- 
tzon,and. the diſorders of Appetite and Paſſion. We: 


{hall 
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| {hall drop-our Bodies wich all the neceſſities and | 
weakneſles thar hang abour them; and ſhall ariſe | 
into a ſtare-of pureand clear light ; into a ſtate 
|  of-purity and perfection; / into'the fellowſhip of 
Angels and Saints, and be brought to.ſee and 
| _ God to all Eternity ; And thattoo, with all 
| the tulneſs of comprehenſion,as well as of joy,thar 
our Faculties: in their utmoſt enlargement and 
elevation are capable of. F160 "CH: 

Thele are the hopes that the Son. of God has 
given us. Iwill not turn:the proſpect, and give 
the black face.of that diſmal Eternity, which he - 
has at the ſame time denounced againſt the ime 

nicent... The joy of this Day agrees not {o wel! 
with that,as withthe other more lovely and more 
anirnating) proſpect ; which we ought ro carry 
ever in our Thoughts, . that ſo we may lay hold on 
that eternal life, which he who cannot lye has thus 
ſet before us. 

Theſe are the great ends for which- God ent 
forth his. Son : They are all worthy of God, as 
they are the greateſt that the Human Nature is 
Capable of, But what are we.the better for all 

this, if we-come not under the influences of-it; if 
we are only brought to have chaſter thoughts of 
the Divinity, a decenter way of Worſhip, - with 
correter Exprefiions, and more reaſonable Opi- - 
nions,but come-not:underthe vital Energy of-1: ? 


lf 
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If neither our hearts nor our lives are made the 
berter for it, we do very little conſider or purtue 
the ends for which the Son of God was ſent .in- 
ro the World. Can we-imagine thar all this was 
defigned for no higher end, than to bring men 
under fome forms , and to bind them to ſome 
opinions ? This amounts to little, and muſt needs 
give but a mean Idea of a Religion , that with 
ow much pomp ſoever it might be introduced, 
ſees now to have very little effect on the great 
numbers of thoſe who profeſs it. This alone dif- 
poſes the World more to doubt of it, than all 
chat prophane minds can draw from any part of 
it, as a prejudice againſt it : Then ſhall theſe 
be the moſt effeftually confured, when the World 
ſhall ſee many inſtances of ſuch true Chriſtians, 
over whoſe Thoughts and Actions this Religion 
bears {way. Human Nature is too univerlall 
corrupted , to expect great numbers of ſuch; 
but a happy mixture of ſome of theſe among 
the Crouds of thoſe who are called Chriſtians, 
but are the reproaches of their Profefſion, would 
give another air of Authority to all that we can 


ſay in behalf of our Faith ; If we could at the 


ſame time appeal to ſuch who are the living Apo- 

logies for Religion. 
This ought to be the noble Ambition of thoſe, 
whom God has eminently diſtinguiſhed from the 
relt 


' in all its branches di 
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reſt of Mankind, and exalted above them : Ts 


be patterns to others to follow, is an honour far 
beyond the Authority of Commanding them : 
The Examples of thoſe in great poſts, will be 
both followed and obſerved im that which is good, 
as well as in that which is bad. "Happy they 
who live ſo as to convince the World of the 
=—_ that Religion has over them; and that give 


uch-an Eflay of the beauty as well as the puri- - 
ty of true' Holineſs, as diſpoſes the reſt of Man- - 


kind to love it as well as to follow it. 
Let us all then conſider for what ends God 


ent his Son into the World ; thar we may com-: 


ly wich them, and correſpond to them. * Let us 


t our minds with great thoughts of God, with 
juſt ones of our ſelves, and. with the generous -- 


Principles of Virtue, even in its moſt Heroical 
inftances.-. Let us ſtudy the Doctrine"of Chriſt, 
that-we may be ry 0. it, and have ir 

inctly before our thonghts, 
and: in our memories; that ſo we may ever know 
how to condu&t. our felves'by it : And ler the 


pattern of. our Saviour's holy Life 'and Deport> - 


ment, be ever as a Pifture before us, that we may 


always ſtudy and copy after ir.” Ler the Medt- - 


rations of. what he ſuffered for us , and for our 


Sitis ; be.ever tender npon our minds'; to hum- + 


ble us when-we reflect on our Sins z- to give as - 
mw deep . 
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deep horror for what is paſt, and x great cantion'for 
the future : That ſo we may learn to value thoſe 
Souls that were to be Suu 157 at ſuch a price, 
as well as theſe Sins that were to be expiated b 
fuch a Sacrifice. Let us not {ink under the fenſe 
of our frailty, frace we have great aſliftances at 
hand, ſuch as will ſtrengthen us againſt all difh- 
culries, and will enable usto rclift all temprations, 
and in the end to be more than Conquerors. All 
this is offered to us through him, in whom, as the 
fulneſs of the Godhead duelt bodily ; ſo out of that 
Fulneſs we {hall all receive grace proportioned ro 
our occaſions, toour neceſſities, 4nd.to thole {ervi- 
ces in which we are to: be implo 

Finally, Let us with joy. look tay Life and 
Morality , and all the fading glories. of this 
World : Thoſe ſcenes that chan e ſo oken, and 
ſo ſuddenly. Let us look be Ran Senſe,and Mate 
ter, and all chat. train of Vanity, and Vexation 
that accompanies them , . unto thoſe Regions ae - 
bove, where dwellerh Light and Love, and Life 
for evermore. Let us look unto Jeſus the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, whom Gad ſent torth in- 
ro the World, to ſeek and (ave loſt Sinners, of 
whom we ought to reckon our ſelves amon 
the Chief. To whom with the Father and the 
H. Ghoſt, be all Flonour and Glory both now and 


evermore. 
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